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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) Case No. 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) 

) 

CURTIS A. CRENSHAW, ) 

JEANNINE C. LARSON, ) 

COASTAL STATES DEVELOPMENT, LLC ) 
and SMS FINANCIAL XV, LLC, ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 

_ ) 


COMPLAINT 

The United States of America, by and through undersigned counsel, complains and 
alleges as follows: 

1. The United States brings this action to foreclose federal tax liens that attach to 
118 acres of vacant real property located in Marengo County, Alabama. 

2. This action is authorized and requested by the Chief Counsel of the Internal 
Revenue Service, a delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and is 
commenced at the direction of the Attorney General of the United States, pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 
§§ 7401 and 7403. 


Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. This Court has jurisdiction over this civil action pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 7402(a), 
7403, and 28 U.S.C. §§ 1340, 1345. 

4. Venue is proper in this district and division pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) 
because the property on which the United States seeks to foreclose its liens is situated in 
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Marengo County, Alabama. See also United States v. Dallas Nat. Bank, 152 F.2d 582, 586 (5th 
Cir. 1945). 

Parties 

5. Defendant Curtis A. Crenshaw resides in Hillsborough County, Florida, and is 
named as a party to this action because his unpaid federal tax liabilities are the subject of this 
action, and the United States seeks to enforce its liens against his real property. 

6. Defendant Coastal States Development, LLC, (“Coastal”) is named a party to this 
action because its unpaid federal tax liabilities are the subject of this action. 

7. Defendant Jeannine C. Larson is named as a party to this action pursuant to 26 
U.S.C. § 7403(b) by virtue of an interest she may claim in the real property which is the subject 
of this action. 

8. Defendant SMS Financial XV, LLC is named as a party to this action pursuant to 
26 U.S.C. § 7403(b) by virtue of a lien it may claim against the real property which is the subject 
of this action. 

The Unpaid Federal Tax Liabilities of Coastal 

9. In 2006 and 2007, Crenshaw operated Coastal as a single-member LLC. During 
that time, he incurred federal employment (Form 941, or “FICA”) and unemployment (Fonn 
940, or “FUTA”) taxes for it that remain unpaid. 


10. On the dates and in the amounts set forth in the table that follows, a delegate of 
the Secretary of the Treasury assessed against Coastal the Form 941 taxes for the periods 
indicated, plus applicable interest and penalties: 


Tax Period 
Ending 

Assessment 

Date 

Tax 

Interest 

Penalties 

Current Balance 
(June 21, 2019) 

12/31/2006 

07/16/2007 

08/20/2007 

$8,583.25 

$318.01 

$1,115.82 

$429.16 



2 
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11/24/2008 

11/30/2009 
01/04/2010 
12/02/2013 
12/03/2018 

$9,172.78 

$13,346.87 

$1,330.40 

$557.91 

$1,375.72 

$2,293.19 

$35,615.87 

03/31/2007 

09/10/2007 

$9,585.29 

$321.78 

$2,492.17 



10/15/2007 



$479.26 



11/24/2008 



$1,294.02 

$43,927.73 


11/30/2009 



$862.67 



12/28/2009 

$8,267.93 


$2,480.37 



12/02/2013 



$2,066.98 



12/03/2018 


$14,689.27 




11. On June 2, 2008, a delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury assessed against 
Coastal $112.00 for Form 940 tax for the year 2007, plus interest and penalties in the amounts of 
$2.80, and $17.92, respectively. 

12. A delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury gave notice of the unpaid assessments 
described in paragraphs 10 and 11 above to Coastal and made demand for payment. 

13. Despite notices of the assessments and demands for payment, Coastal failed to 
fully pay the assessments described in paragraphs 10 and 11 above. As of June 21, 2019, Coastal 
owes the United States $79,876.87 on those assessments, plus penalties and interest that continue 
to accrue subsequent to June 21, 2019 as provided by law. 

14. Because Coastal had a single owner, it was disregarded as an entity apart from 
Crenshaw for all federal tax purposes. See 26 C.F.R. §§ 301.7701-2(c)(2) and 301.7701- 
3(b)(1)(h); T.D. 9356, 2007-39 I.R.B. 675. Consequently, Crenshaw is also personally liable for 
all of the liabilities set forth in paragraphs 10 and 11 above and is indebted to the United States 
in the amount of $79,876.87 on account of the FICA and FUTA taxes incurred by Coastal. 

15. Under Section 6502 of the Internal Revenue Code, the United States generally has 
10 years from the date of an assessment to bring a proceeding in court to collect an unpaid tax. 
While the initial tax assessments against Coastal for 2006 and 2007 were made in 2007 and 
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2008, events since those assessments tolled the period to bring this suit. Specifically, Coastal 
had a proposed installment agreement pending with the IRS from November 7, 2008 until it was 
agreed to on January 6, 2010. Coastal defaulted on that installment agreement, and it was 
terminated on September 7, 2010. Coastal then proposed another installment agreement on 
December 14, 2010 which was pending until it was agreed to on August 22, 2011. Coastal 
defaulted on that agreement, and it was terminated on April 2, 2012. Asa result of these events, 
the 10-year period to bring this suit was tolled by at least 736 days. See 26 U.S.C. §§ 6502(a), 
6331(i)(5) & (k); 26 C.F.R. § 301.6159-1 (g). 

Enforcement of Federal Tax Liens against the Subject Property 

16. Asa result of Coastal’s and Crenshaw’s failure to satisfy the assessments 
described in paragraphs 10 and 11 above after notice and demand for payment, federal tax liens 
arose on the dates of assessment and attached to all property and all rights to property of 
Crenshaw, including the Subject Property. 

17. Crenshaw acquired an interest in the Subject Property as a tenant in common with 
Jeannine C. Larson by a distribution deed upon the termination of the Grace Crenshaw Trust of 
1998 from grantors Curtis Crenshaw, Jr. and Jeannine C. Larson, as Trustees of The Grace 
Crenshaw Trust of 1998. That deed, dated December 20, 2002, was recorded on January 31, 
2003 in the public records of Marengo County, Alabama, at Book Deed9T, Pages 744-47. 

18. The real property subject to foreclosure in this action is 118 acres of vacant land 
in Marengo County, Alabama with no address (“Subject Property”). The legal description of the 
Subject Property is: 

Begin at an iron pin at the Northeast corner of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 12, Township 12 
North, Range 1 West, thence South along the East line of the West 
Half of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 12 a distance of 
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1947 feet, thence South 86 degrees 40 minutes West a distance of 
2628 feet to an iron pin on the West line of the Southeast Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter of Section 11, Township 12 North, Range 
1 West, thence North along the West line of the East Half of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 11a distance of 1947 feet to the 
Northwest comer of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter 
of Section 11, thence East a distance of 2624 feet to the place of 
beginning. All being situated in the West Half of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 12, East Half of the Southeast Quarter, of 
Section 11, all in Township 12 North, Range 1 West, Marengo 
County, Alabama, and containing 118 acres, more or less. 

Being the same property conveyed to Grace Crenshaw by deed 
dated November 10, 1967 and of record in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Marengo County, Alabama. 

Being the same property conveyed to Curtis Crenshaw, Jr. and 
Jeannine C. Larson by deed dated December 20, 2002 and of 
record in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Marengo County, 

Alabama. 

Parcel Numbers: 3701110000002002 & 3701120000002000 
19. On August 28, 2010, a delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury caused a notice 
of federal tax lien to be recorded in the public records of Marengo County, Alabama at Mortgage 
Book 2010 and Page 425 for the assessments described in paragraphs 10 and 11 above. On June 
29, 2018, a delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury refiled the notice for the assessment of 
Coastal’s Form 940 tax for 2007 that was assessed June 2, 2008. On August 28, 2018, the notice 
was refiled for Coastal’s Form 941 tax for the fourth quarter of 2006 that was assessed July 16, 
2007. 


20. By virtue of the federal tax liens that arose on assessment of the tax liabilities 
described in paragraphs 10 and 11 above, and Coastal’s and Crenshaw’s failure to pay, the liens 
may be enforced against the Subject Property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, United States of America, respectfully prays for the following: 
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A. That this Court adjudge, order, and decree that the federal tax liens of the United 
States attach to all property and rights to property of Defendant Curtis A. Crenshaw, including 
his interest in the Subject Property; 

B. That this Court adjudge, order, and decree that the federal tax liens upon the 
Subject Property be foreclosed upon, that the property be sold according to law, free and clear of 
the claims of the parties herein, and that the proceeds of sale be distributed in accordance with 
the determination of this Court with respect to the priorities of the claims of the parties herein; 

C. That the proceeds of the sale of the Subject Property payable to the United States 
be applied in satisfaction of Defendant Curtis Crenshaw and Coastal States Development, LLC’s 
unpaid federal tax liabilities, as set forth in this Complaint; and 

D. That this Court grant the United States such other relief, including costs, as is just 
and equitable. 


Respectfully submitted, 

RICHARD E. ZUCKERMAN 

Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

By: /s/ Michael W. May 

MICHAEL W. MAY 
Trial Attorney, Tax Division 
Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 14198 
Washington, DC 20044 
Telephone: (202) 616-1857 
Fax: (202)514-9868 
michael.w.mav@usdoi.gov 


-and 

RICHARD W. MOORE 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

By: /s/Keith A. Jones 
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Keith A. Jones 

Assistant United States Attorney 
63 South Royal Street, Suite 600 
Mobile, Alabama 36602 
Telephone: (251) 415-7206 
Keith .Jones2@usdoj .gov 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Southern District of Alabama 


United States of America ' 

) 

) 

_ ) 

Plaintiff(s) ^ 

v. | Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-334 

Curtis A. Crenshaw, et al ) 

) 

) 

_ ) 

Defendants) ) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name and address) Curtis A. Crenshaw 

16210 Bonneville Dr. 

Tampa, FL 33624 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Michael W. May 

Trial Attorney 

Tax Division, Dept, of Justice 
P.O. Box 14198 
Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 


Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-334 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 

O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


Print 


Save As- 


Reset 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Southern District of Alabama 

United States of America 


Plaintiff(s) 

V. 

Curtis A. Crenshaw, et al 


Defendant(s) ) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name and address) Coastal States Development, LLC 

16210 Bonneville Dr. 

Tampa, FL 33624 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

| Civil Action No. 1:19-CV-334 

) 

) 

) 

) 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Michael W. May 

Trial Attorney 

Tax Division, Dept, of Justice 
P.O. Box 14198 
Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 


Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-334 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 

O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


Print 


Save As- 


Reset 






























Case l:19-cv-00334-JB-C Document 1-4 Filed 07/03/19 Page 1 of 2 


AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Southern District of Alabama 


United States of America 


Plaintiff(s) 

V. 

Curtis A. Crenshaw, et al 


Defendant(s) 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

| Civil Action No. 1:19-CV-334 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 


To: (Defendant’s name and address) Jeannine C. Larson 

16210 Bonneville Dr. 
Tampa, FL 33624 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Michael W. May 

Trial Attorney 

Tax Division, Dept, of Justice 
P.O. Box 14198 
Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 








Case l:19-cv-00334-JB-C Document 1-4 Filed 07/03/19 Page 2 of 2 


AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 


Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-334 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 

O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


Print 


Save As- 


Reset 






























Case l:19-cv-00334-JB-C Document 1-5 Filed 07/03/19 Page 1 of 2 


AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Southern District of Alabama 

United States of America 


Plaintiff(s) 

V. 

Curtis A. Crenshaw, et al 


Defendant(s) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name and address) SMS Financial XV, LLC 

6829 N. 12th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

| Civil Action No. 1:19-CV-334 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Michael W. May 

Trial Attorney 

Tax Division, Dept, of Justice 
P.O. Box 14198 
Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 








Case l:19-cv-00334-JB-C Document 1-5 Filed 07/03/19 Page 2 of 2 


AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 


Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-334 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 

O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


Print 


Save As- 


Reset 






























